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Letter from the Rector 
 
Ten minutes into a recent flight a child one seat ahead of me and just across the narrow 
aisle broke into loud sobs.  She wept and sobbed and would not be consoled.  Passed 
from father to mother and back, nothing satisfied her.  More experienced parents sitting 
around them looked knowingly at each other and nodded recognition that the pressure in 
her two-year-old ears was to blame.  I watched as the tension among the adults mounted 
as they shifted in their seats, raising their books and magazines an inch higher to 
reinforce the barricade between themselves and this disturbance in their world.  
 
In the row just behind the afflicted child sat another little girl, this one unaffected by the 
pressure and maybe a year older, was dressed in red.  Playing with a colorful plastic cup 
she was all at ease with herself, there between comforting parents.   
 
At the crescendo of her pressurized wails, the child in pain stood, prepared to jump up 
and down on the cushion of her seat.  At the same moment, the child in red stood up too. 
And when their eyes met above the upholstered head rest that separated them, the 
wailing child fell into a wide-eyed silence.  She had not seen the little girl in red and was 
mesmerized – stunned by her unanticipated presence. The little girl in red reached out a 
calm and reassuring hand between the seats stroking the arm and shaking the hand of her 
new and distressed acquaintance.  All was silence and serenity as twenty or more adults 
looked on to a simple moment of children reaching out to one another.  
 
Two seats back a big man in a baseball cap said, “That’s so sweet.  I’m tearing up just 
watching it.” 
 
I was reminded how alone each of us feels and under so much pressure.  Looking around 
that cabin, it was evident that a whole group of adults, strangers to one another, had just  



received a glimpse of grace that children witness every day.  And, that each of us waits in silence 
behind a raised magazine or novel to be touched and healed by a little girl in red pants.  
 
Another seat back, a building contractor played ring-toss with his miniature pretzels, using the open 
collar of his sleeping friend’s sport shirt as his goal.  He must have scored a dozen points before his 
friend awoke, scratched at his chest then giggled, smirking knowingly toward his friend.  We all 
retreated once again into our own worlds, bordered by ear phones, magazines and computer screens, 
until such time as God would visit us again. 
 
May your summer be a time of renewal and restoration and may you take the time to see and feel the 
presence of God which is even now, breaking into your own little world.    

Christ’s Peace, 
Joe + 

 

!"  
 

PARISH NOTES 
 

Summer Adult Education 
 
The 9:00 a.m. Adult Education Hour continues through the summer with a program on Biblical 
interpretation called “Listening to Scripture.” Using study materials from The Kerygma Program, we 
will explore together how we might enter into Scripture to better understand the Bible in our day and 
age.  Sessions begin on June 1, and continue through the beginning of August in the Library. Study 
guides will be available for purchase at $18, and scholarship help is available.  To participate, please 
speak with Joe Robinson (jor@cccambridge.org) or Jeff Mello (jwm@cccambridge.org).   

 

!"  
 
Looking for a Communications Administrator 
 
Christ Church Cambridge is in a search for a person with a gift for communications for a half time 
position in our parish office, who would be in charge of creating our service bulletins, editing and 
distributing the monthly edition of The Leaflet, updating the parish database, and keeping our 
Website information current (no design experience necessary).  If you or someone you know would 
like to be included in the search process, is a skilled user of Microsoft Word and Adobe’s InDesign, 
and is an able editor, please contact Catherine Belcher, our Parish Administrator (617-876-0200 x10 
or parishadmin@cccambridge.org) with your resume and a cover letter.  
 

!"  
 
 
 



New CCC Website is Launched 
 
Trinity Sunday, May 18, 2008, marked the launch of Christ Church's new website, 
www.cccambridge.org. Thanks to the hard work of the Rev. Jeff Mello and web designer Michael 
Histen, a comprehensive and colorful visit to Christ Church greets all who log onto the site. 
Photographs of the church and its members scroll across the top of every page, illustrating the varied 
programs and activities that go on at Zero Garden Street, Cambridge.  
 
The site is divided into seven broad headings: Home, Who We Are, Worship, Ministries, News & 
Events, Giving and Harvard Chaplaincy. Under each, a single click of the mouse takes the viewer to 
expanded descriptions of such topics as Education, Music, Mission, Parish History, Community 
Ministry, the Thrift Shop, and more. Clear directions on how to find your way to church are on the 
Home Page, and the Giving Page can even guide the visitor through making a pledge on-line. Links 
to church-related sites around the world are on the Resources page, along with links to those 
organizations and schools that use the buildings on Christ Church's campus.  
 
Our new website, www.cccambridge.org, is a valuable resource for current parishioners, those 
searching for a new church, and the greater Cambridge community. Built into the site is a system to 
keep it up-to-date, along with simple procedures to make changes as they are needed. The current site 
content is just Phase I of a larger effort to improve and enhance Christ Church's electronic presence. 
We welcome your comments and suggestions as the site continues to grow to serve the entire church.  
 
Many people deserve thanks for work on this new communications tool. Amey Callahan provided a 
rich store of photographs to illustrate the work (and play) at Christ Church.  Thank you also to Louise 
Ambler for her contribution of archival information.  The ad hoc Communications Group gave initial 
guidance and direction to the designer and the staff as they brought the site to completion. And 
finally, for years Poly Cobb managed Christ Church’s first website, which showed so clearly how 
valuable that form of communication was to the church. Given the numbers of people required to 
develop the new site, we don’t quite know how she managed to do it alone. But she did, and we are 
grateful. 
 

Joyce Walker 
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Altar Guild Farewell, Thanks, Schedules, & an Invitation 
 
Kathy French has been a faithful and valuable member of the Guild for a long time, often preparing 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas Day services. With regret, we say farewell to her work with us.  We 
will miss your cheerful help, Kathy, but are glad to still greet you in the congregation.  Accept our 
thanks to you for a job well done.  
  
Special thanks are also due Howard Crowell. You can see him Sunday mornings, ushering, lecturing, 
counting the money after Church, and doing other jobs as they are asked of him.  However, not 
everyone is aware that Howard is our Altar Guild’s stalwart servant on Wednesdays.  Week after 
week, the whole year through, he quietly and gracefully prepares the Altar for the noon service.  We 
offer you our gratitude, Howard. 



  
The summer rosters are being posted this week.  With attrition, ailments, and recreation, our numbers 
are always curtailed in the summer, but this year more than most.  Members please sign up.  And if 
you are not a member, you are welcome to join. We invite all men, women and older children to 
come share this holy work with us.  Contact Webb Brown (webb40@juno.com), Summer Akimoto 
(summerted@aol.com) or speak to the clergy if you would like to be trained. 
  

Webb Brown, Summer Akimoto 
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Israel/Palestine Summer Reading Group 
 
The Israel-Palestine Reading Group will begin its summer 2008 program with organizational 
meetings on June 1 and 15 immediately following the 10:15 a.m. service.   During these meetings, 
we will distribute primers on the history of the modern Holy Land and will make available copies of 
Maurine and Robert Tobin’s book, “How Long, O Lord,” our first text.    
 
The cost of the book will be $16.95.  Proceeds will support scholarships to the November 12-19, 
2008 Sabeel Conference in Jerusalem.  Please see www.sabeel.org for information.  Sabeel is an 
“ecumenical grassroots liberation theology movement among Palestinian Christians.”   
 
On July 13, we will begin discussion of “How Long, O Lord.”  On succeeding Sundays in July and 
August  we will discuss, “One Country,” by Ali Abunimah, who argues for a one-state solution, and 
“The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood,” by Rashid Khalidi.  We will 
also distribute editorials and columns from Israeli newspapers.  
 

Jim Barton, Bo Fauth 
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On The Rise News 
 
Spring does seem to be irrevocably, indubitably, here with summer just around the corner!  While 
you change your wardrobe to lighter clothing, please remember that On The Rise is now accepting 
spring and summer clothing and shoes. OTR has no storage room for winter things, but all season 
interview-appropriate clothing, for men and women is welcome at SolutionsWear which works 
closely with OTR to supply women with the clothes they need. Their affiliate, the Children’s 
Exchange, accepts all seasons of children’s clothing ages 0-16, as well as toys, books and equipment. 
  
The house sends hearty thanks for the steady and on-going generosity of our parish which they use as 
a model for other communities of faith.  Our gifts of money from the Mission Committee, donations 
of clothing and items for personal care, generous offerings from parishioners who prepare lunch, and 
those who work on occasional projects make Christ Church Cambridge a vital part of their efforts.  
  



Bring your donations to Church on Sundays to the marked boxes at the rear of the Church, or to the 
Parish Office during the week.  For more information, contact Donna Thach, Coordinator of 
Donations, (donna.thach@ontherise.org or  617-497-497 x 36). You may also contact Summer 
Akimoto (summerted@aol.com  or 781-391-9891) for information or pick-up of goods.  
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A Taste of Summer Camp on June 22 
 
During a recent retreat at the Barbara C. Harris Camp & Conference Center, Christ Church vestry 
members experienced the beauty and wonder of the camp that serves children and adults in the 
Diocese of Massachusetts. On Sunday, June 22nd, you can see it for yourselves when the camp 
celebrates its 5th Anniversary with a party for the whole diocese!  
 
The camp is located in Greenfield NH, less than 2 hours from Cambridge, and activities start at 11:00 
am. For the next several hours, you can swim and canoe on Otter Lake, practice archery, chat with a 
bishop or two, hike the trails, pick up some lunch, and be part of the outdoor worship being planned 
by CCC clergy Joe Robinson and Jeff Mello. There are lots more details on the diocesan website, 
www.diomass.org, so visit the site and reserve your space today. It's fun and it's free. 
 
While you are logged on to www.diomass.org  take a moment to subscribe to the E-news, which 
will keep you informed about the other exciting church events going on in this part of 
Massachusetts. At the upper right hand corner of the Home page, click on 'Quick Links.'  
 

Joyce Walker 
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June 21 Deadline for Submissions to the Summer Leaflet 
 
In an effort to get the Leaflet to you in a timely manner, there is now a fixed deadline of the 21st of 
the month for all submissions.  This gives the staff adequate time to edit, layout, produce and mail 
the leaflet for arrival in your home no later than the first of the month.   This also means you don’t 
need to guess the deadline date.  It is always the 21st of the month. 
 
We’ll be producing a combined July/August Leaflet to cover the summer months.  Please submit 
your articles of parish life and announcements of community activities to Catherine Belcher 
(parishadmin@cccambridge.org) no later than Saturday, June 21.  
 

Tanya Cosway, Acting Editor for The Leaflet 
 

!"  
 

 



NEWS FROM PARISHIONERS 
 
Congratulations to Our Graduates 
 
On May 18, we celebrated transitions in the lives of our parishioners.  We acknowledged the 
following graduates: 
 
Madelyn Betz, Master of Divinity, Episcopal Divinity School 
Charlotte Born, Bachelor’s degree, University of Vermont 
Andrew Brosnan, Master’s degree, Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government 
Elizabeth Childs, Master of Public Administration, Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government 
Sue Crommelin, Master of Divinity, Episcopal Divinity School   
Aiden Dempsey, from Eighth grade 
Geoffrey M. Dietrich, Master of Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Ginny Hudson, Master’s degree, Longy School of Music 
Brian John, Master of Music in Composition, Longy School of Music 
Bonnie Johnson, MATS, Episcopal Divinity School 
Jenna Kabawat, Mount Holyoke College 
Julian Kabawat, Prospect Hill Academy, attending John Hopkins University 
Margaret Kelly, Associate of Musical Theatre, Dean College, attending Berklee College of Music 
Meredith Kirk, BB&N,  attending Columbia University 
Hall Kirkham, Master of Divinity, Episcopal Divinity School 
Brent Landau, Doctor of Theology, Harvard Divinity School 
Elizabeth Lerrett, Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, attending Colby College 
Zena Link, Master of Divinity, Episcopal Divinity School 
Helen McCallum, Master of Divinity, Episcopal Divinity School 
Anna Renz will be attending Smith College 
Sarah Anne Tanner, Northfield Mt. Hermon School, attending Trinity College Dublin 
Noah van Niel, Bachelor’s degree, Harvard University 
Nicholas VonTurkovich, from Eighth grade 
Andromeda Woodward, Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, attending Skidmore College 
Elizabeth Yale, Master’s degree, Harvard University 
 
Four Youth Choir members were promoted from provisional to full members and received their 
Cottas.  Our youth and adult acolytes, choir members of the Adult, Evensong, and Hand bell choirs 
were also thanked for their contributions to our weekly services. 
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Congratulations to Hernan 
 
We would like to extend our congratulations to Hernan Moya, our evening sexton, upon having his 
United States citizenship conferred to him on May 22 in downtown Boston. Originally from Chile, 
Hernan has been a much loved member of the Christ Church Cambridge staff for many years, quietly 
setting up meeting spaces, keeping our beautiful building clean, and providing a quiet ministry to the 
many homeless people who visit our parish hall looking for a bathroom, a cup of coffee, or a quiet 
place to rest. Congratulations Hernan! We will honor Hernan during our 10:15 a.m. service on July 6.  
 

!"  
 
Thank You’s 
 
I just wanted to thank the Christ Church community for your kindness, hospitality and fellowship 
these past four years.  Upon graduation from EDS, we will be in different places; however, Christ 
Church will always be for me, just as it is for the wider faith community and the world, a beacon of 
faith, hope and charity and symbol of God’s grace.  May God continue to bless you and “guide your 
feet into the way of peace” now and always.   
 
Faithfully and gratefully ~  
Helen MacCallum, Seminarian Intern 
 

!"  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you all for the lovely, fun, and delicious gifts presented to me last Sunday.  My five months 
here at Christ Church have been rich with music and prayer, joy and sadness, and through it all, I 
have felt welcome and supported by the staff, the choirs, and this congregation.  Thank you for 
including me in the family of Christ Church. 
 
Sincerely, 
Buffy Gray, Sabbatical Music Director 
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Parish Picnic Success 
 
The weather was with us on May 18 when we celebrated our first annual Parish Picnic.  The sun 
shone brightly as we streamed out of our 10:15 a.m. service honoring our graduates and the end of 
the formal program year, into the bright sunshine of a beautiful spring day.  Thanks to the Senior 
High Youth Group and our Sunday morning sexton, Ron, tables and chairs had been laid out under 
the trees.  There was a delicious array of salads, fruit, chips, and drink.  Our own Diane Robinson 



delivered the fried chicken which set everything off.  Craig Kelley entertained us with his bicycle 
driven blender while quenching people’s thirst with strawberry and pineapple smoothies.   
 
We had a wonderful throng of people of all ages chatting on blankets in the shade and in the sun. The 
youngest children enjoyed blowing bubbles and drawing chalk pictures on the sidewalk.  The 
children enjoyed running through the Commons, throwing Frisbees, practicing their softball swings 
and warming up for the kickball game, while their parents went for another piece of fried chicken or 
just relaxed in the beauty of the day.  The Senior High Youth Group raised $53 from the sponge 
throw, very popular amongst the 12 and under set.  Favorite targets were our clergy, Jeff and Joe.  
Next year we’re hoping to recruit members of the vestry to join in!  The afternoon’s festivities 
culminated in the All Parish Kickball game.  After three innings, the competition ended in a tie of 8 
to 8 or 17 to 17 depending on who you are talking to!   
 
We look forward to next year’s Parish Picnic when we hope to have more fun and games along with 
the opportunity to continue to grow together in community.  
 

Tanya Cosway 
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“So how was the Mission trip to Cuba?” 
 
Our nine CCC Cuba 2008 Missioners almost dreaded this question!  How to answer, how to describe 
the rich array of experience, learning, emotion?  What follows is a gathering of snippets of our 
impressions.  We hope you enjoy these glimpses into our trip, and that you might be moved to join 
Cuba 2009. 
 
“Cuba stirred my soul.  Stately buildings falling to ruin.  Chatting with Bishop Nerva Cot Aguilera, 
Cuba's first female bishop, at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Havana.  Walking with friends through the 
city after dark.  Hard hot work in San Pablo transforming a needy church interior to a welcoming 
place of worship.  Sharing the Eucharist with our prayer partners at sister churches.  Enjoying 
midnight conversations with CCC friends on rooftops throughout the country.  Snorkeling in the Bay 
of Pigs.  Visiting the unique studios of incredible artists.  Ending our visit in a simply 
delightful seminary in Matanzas where scholarship, organic farming, world cultures and theology are 
blended together.   I was entranced by Cuba, a hidden treasure of a country.” 
  
“I've always felt that the Christian core story leaves out a relationship to nature.  So I was thrilled to 
see at a seminary in Matanzas acres and acres of perfectly tended organic gardens. These had been 
weedy hillsides when I visited three years back. At last, theology and nature were melding together. 
The people of the city of Matanzas, churched and unchurched, can now count on fresh food; a Bible 
literalist might think of the dictum, ‘Feed my Sheep’.” 
 
“Sure, there are the crumbling, once-magnificent buildings, the famous antique cars, the dilapidated 
buses spewing great quantities of exhaust, the beautiful beaches and the turquoise waters, but what 
most impressed me about Cuba was the people I met on our journey. Despite all the anti-American 
propaganda visible throughout the island nation, the majority of them spoke to me of how much they 
admired our culture and nation, telling me of relatives that live in Miami or elsewhere in the US. 



Those who spoke English were eager to practice; however, my being bilingual certainly added a 
whole new dimension to my experience, one which I hope to repeat.” 
  
“Music and dance bring joy to Cubans.  We heard barbershop gospel singing from a quartet of 7th 
Day Adventists at the house church service in Luyano.  We witnessed the final awards ceremony, 
and dancing by the winners, of an international ballet competition.  We sang with friends in three 
congregations.  We heard a first-rate a capella group and line danced at the seminary of Matanzas.   
Music was heard in the streets far into the nights.” 
 
“Flying down to Cuba to paint a tall church, Joe Robinson commented, ‘I don't do heights.’  But on 
the scene, he was the only one who knew how to turn powdered plaster of paris into usable paste, so 
he was elected to climb a very tall ladder, alone, to palm paste into the uppermost reaches of the 
church ceiling.  Parishioners back home should know ‘he never said a mumblin' word’ and found no 
excuse to shortchange the San Pablo ceiling. He was a powdery gray ghost when he came down -- 
not quite the holy spirit-- but still recognizable as a spirited performance.” 
 
“Painting at Saint Paul’s was wonderful because it taught us just how much you can actually do 
without common language.  We worked with the people there to paint the interior of the church, the 
office, kitchen and the courtyard. There were eleven of us counting our guide and driver who pitched 
in, and at least 20 members of the church. Over two days we learned how to work together; sharing 
paint supplies and tools, and getting the help we needed for various parts of the project. We smiled, 
laughed and played a lot in the process.  We learned new ways of doing things and made a set of new 
friends.”   
 
“The people are black in all shades of brown and white.   Cars are sparse on the streets in general, 
mostly remarkably old ones, and it’s “Give way or forge ahead” driving.  Everywhere are tattered 
formerly grand buildings with people and laundry on the elegant balconies.  There is a hollow cry of 
roosters in the night in the middle of Havana.  There are special stores to which you bring your ration 
booklet—for all kinds of necessities.  Our guide Jorge explains that if you have a family of four, you 
are rationed one tube of toothpaste every couple of months.  After we helped paint the church in 
Cienfuegos, there is a celebratory service and then a social gathering in the tiny newly-painted 
courtyard.   We are entertained by an elderly lady in purple who sings in superb Broadway style; a 
tiny girl who danced like a great ballerina; an older couple, she stout, he thin, dancing like one body, 
barely moving and so sensual.  Then our own Joe plays piano and sings his own songs for them.  
There are cheers all around.” 
 
“The crack of the bat is as exciting in Havana as it is in Boston.  The ballpark in Havana is slightly 
smaller than Fenway.  The Cuban fans brought trumpets, drums, and homemade horns (a bicycle 
horn attached to a bicycle pump) to cheer their team.  We invited the congregation of Calvary 
Episcopal Church in Luyano, a suburb of Havana, to join us at the game.  Total cost?  Twenty dollars 
for the entire group—a bargain in international friendship.” 
 
“Cuba brought me new surprises every day...but most important were the people we met and got to 
know.   The Church painting process in Cienfuegos was the deepest and most fulfilling for me 
because through working side by side the parishioners, I got to know people and share a few days in 
our lives.   Nineteen year old Claudia was the biggest surprise of all.   Very bossy and, at first,  
patronizing, always telling me by her body language and physical demonstrations that I did not know 
how to paint!   (I am 55 and have been painting for about 35 years!)   She was really tough on me and 
it was beginning to not be fun to be near her. But she had already decided that she would partner up 
with me so I was stuck!   I had to find a way to change things around. Humor seemed like the best 



tack.   I told her, in pigeon Spanish and hand gestures, that she was acting like my mother when I 
could be her mother!  When she pretended not to understand I persisted with hugs, smiles, and hand 
gestures of spanking her like a naughty child. We started laughing and turned pantomiming into our 
private joke, which we both loved.   The jokes extended to comments on the cute teenage boys who 
were also painting.  Our relationship was off and running.   Her tough, know-it-all outer shell fell 
away and we began searching each other out to have coffee, lunch, share a new joke...whatever.   We 
both were teary to say goodbye at the end of the next day.  I look forward to seeing her when I hope 
to return next year.” 
 
“The conversation with Bishop Cot was remarkable in its informality.  We visited with her, through 
an American priest interpreter, for an hour and a half hearing stories about the church’s history in 
Cuba, about the sweeping changes over the last years, and about the future, which they believe to be 
bright and hopeful.  Through all her conversation, what was most evident was her love of God and 
her care for the people she served.  I remember the dusty pink color of the room and the hum of bees 
in the tropical garden just outside the open windows.  It was like a Sunday afternoon visit from my 
childhood in the country. There was a hospitality of time and ideas that didn’t seem rushed but ready 
to share with the outside world.  It will be a great joy to watch her ministry unfold as Cuba begins to 
experience new openness.”  
 
“One of the aspects I like about organized religion -- at least the Episcopal and Catholic forms-- is 
that worship not only happens worldwide at the same time but connects to links of a distant past. It 
makes me feel embraced by all time and all space. That feeling was evident when a young girl at 
Calvary Church, Havana, was baptized at the Sunday morning service. The room was close and 
warm with fifty people stuffed into the rector's living room. The effect of connectedness was 
heightened by being 1000 miles from home and listening to a language I didn't speak. We could 
follow almost every word in the Spanish Book of Common Prayer. One hopes that people on an 
isolated island like Cuba can feel that connectedness; that's why we were there, after all. To see, 
touch, sing, and pray TOGETHER in the flow of All Time.” 
 

Ann Austin, Amey Callahan, Hilary Hopkins, Anker Lerret, Cricket Lewis, 
Steven Ferrer Padilla, Joe Robinson, Wendy Squires, & Ann Wyman 
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Education for Ministry at Christ Church Cambridge 
 
This year, at the Rector’s urging, a group of lay people from Christ Church and three other parishes 
started the course of Education for Lay Ministry (EFM) offered by the national Episcopal Church.  
The course materials are prepared by the Sewanee School of Theology at the University of the South, 
the Rector’s theological alma mater.  Joe was actually involved with the early first courses started 
over twenty-five years ago. 
 
The course consists of four years of study, and participants meet weekly for the academic year at a 
time, for 2-2 ½ hours, that is agreed upon by the class members at our first meetings in September.  
Participants enroll year by year.  With approximately 7200 groups currently meeting all over the 
country, EFM works well for people having to relocate. 



 
The first two years are based on studies of Scripture, Year One being the Hebrew Scriptures and 
Year Two the New Testament.  Year Three is based on a history of the church since the death of 
Jesus Christ to approximately the year 1800.  Year Four is an examination of philosophy and 
theology since that time.  Along with outstanding materials, the course also consists of learning the 
techniques for theological reflection, preparing spiritual autobiographies, and leading the group in 
worship from time to time.   
 
While most participants do not go on to ordained ministry, it is often a precursor to people discerning 
a call to ordination.   Hall Kirkham and Jenny Anderson are two present and former parishioners at 
Christ Church who went from EFM to Discernment and then to seminary.  Our current course 
members, in addition to being from Christ Church, include people from the SSJE Monastery 
congregation, Trinity Boston, and St. James’s in Porter Square though the course is open to all.  
 
The EFM course has been a great success this year, and we plan to continue next year.  If you or 
someone you know might be interested in finding out more about the program speak to me, Ellen 
Brockman (Ellen.Brockman@NEMoves.com or 617-901-3339), Joe Robinson, or current 
participants: Sally Kelly, our Junior Warden, and Seth Lancaster.  Please also feel free to encourage 
anyone who is not currently a parishioner here to inquire about EFM. 
 
Sign-up sheets will be available at our Homecoming Fair in September.  In the meantime, you can 
also contact Ellen or Joe and visit the official EFM site at www.sewanee.edu/EFM  The cost is 
$340/year which includes the cost of the substantial materials.  See Joe Robinson if you need 
scholarship assistance. 
 

Ellen Brockman 
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A Flicker of Firefly Flame 
 
If you’ve ever seen fireflies, you know they are quite remarkable. They tend to swarm at dusk, 
especially in the south. From a distance, they are but a haze, like a nebula in the heavens. However, 
the closer you get, individual lights begin to appear in these marvelous creatures that blink on and 
off, signaling and calling.  I am told that these signals are very complex in communication, but they 
also possess one other quality. Their illuminating lifespan is very brief. Shakespeare, I think, put it 
best:  “That our little lives are flickering fires, rounded by sleep.”  Essentially, we do not know what 
was before or what comes after, only that we are surrounded by sleep with a bit of fire and flicker in 
between.  
 
As people who live according to the Christian tradition, we live out of the liturgical year as well as 
the 12-month calendar year. The year may have been a good one.  It may have been a bad one.  It 
may have been a mixed bag, which is probably true for most of us.  But it is, nevertheless, a period of 
time that our fires have flickered and burned and offered us a chance to ask what exactly we have 
done with our lives, what we have done with the time.  Considering this, there are three things that I 
would like you to try to do:   



 
First, find a quiet place in this noisy world.  That is almost impossible, but try to do it.  Pull away 
from your wife, your husband, your partner, your favorite Angora cat, some hamster running along 
the sill, the children swinging from heaven knows what.  You know what I mean. Find this quiet 
place and then reflect on the year that just passed.  Ask yourselves what did you do with that period 
of time?  What was done?  What was left undone?  What can you do better?  Ask what you can do to 
bring about the Kingdom of God. Consider the very audacity of bringing about a world of 
compassion, caring and good works. 
 
The second thing is pray about this.  This can be prayer kneeling in church or the type of prayers I 
pray while taking my early morning walks along Harvard Street every day.  But really try to pray 
about the past year because prayer has a power I do not have words for. It travels both internally and 
outwardly. Even if not granted or apparently “answered,” something does come back. Something 
returns to you. 
 
The third thing is rather practical, but I think it attests to the idea of the Kingdom.  Find somebody 
who has been particularly challenged this year, is less fortunate than you in some way, who has had a 
rougher time of it. It will not take long to find such a person. Relate to this person by employing what 
I call the four “Ws” and three “Ps.” Make them feel warm, welcome, wanted, and worthy. There’s 
not much of that going on these days, but you can make a difference and do it. Be sure to persist in 
this, persevere, and be patient. You do not know where the wounds lie with another person, just how 
deep the roots, so patience and persistence and perseverance are very important elements in relating 
to others.  Jesus must have been patient. He certainly was persistent. He certainly persevered. Like 
Him, you will change a life, perhaps many lives. And you will very deeply change your own. More 
to the point, you will be actively engaged in bringing about the Kingdom, illuminating the world with 
your very own firefly flame.  

 
Excerpted from a guest sermon at Christ Church by Peter Barkley 
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News from Cambodia 
 
A long, chatty letter arrived recently from Phong Sophy, the college freshman that Christ Church 
is sending to University in Pnom Penh.  This is our first letter from Phong.  She was in the 
middle school when I visited her tiny village school in 2006 but I didn’t know her then and she 
didn’t know that a church in America would decide to let her continue her schooling.  Phong has 
older twin brothers who stopped school in 9th grade, a brother who made it through 12th grade, 
and a 15 year old brother who is studying English.  Phong, the girl in the family, passed the 
college entrance exams and asked the Sharing Foundation to find support for her studies.  Christ 
Church’s Mission Fund stepped up to the plate by committing to support her for four years.   
 
Phong has more time to study because she doesn’t have household chores to do, though after 
living in a village all her life she had to get used to having lights at night and traffic in wide 
streets.  Phong says she would “like to know our face.”  She’s taking English classes outside the 



University twice a week along with Chinese, which she says is very difficult.  Phong promises to 
study hard so that “I don’t make you hopeless with me.”   
 
She also promises not to waste our money.  Our funding covers, in addition to tuition and room, 
her bus fare home on the weekends, her food, her computer, books, water, and electricity.  She 
says that if we weren’t supporting her, she would be home helping her mother grow vegetables 
to sell or working in a sewing factory.  Cambodia has not emerged from its dark times.  It’s a 
good feeling to have a hand in educating a new generation to take over the country soon.  Phong 
is thankful and so are we. 
 

Ann Austin 
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Become a Summerbridge Host Family! 
  
The mission of Summerbridge Cambridge, A Breakthrough Program is to inspire excitement for 
learning, create paths to college, and promote careers in education. Our academic enrichment 
programs match diverse middle school students from the Cambridge public schools with talented 
high school and college students whom we train to become teachers. 
 
Every summer we recruit an outstanding staff from all over the country and our 30 teachers come 
from a pool of over 200 candidates. Because Summerbridge teachers receive such a modest stipend, 
we provide out-of-town teachers with housing during the summer. Our teachers are mature men and 
women serious and excited about careers in education. They are chosen for their dedication, 
enthusiasm and potential as role models. 
 
Could your family offer a bed to a Summerbridge teacher from mid-June to mid-August, 2008 or 
some portion of that time?  If you are going out of town this summer, our older college students 
make excellent house sitters!  Please call Program Director Sarah Joslyn (617-349-6647 or 
sjoslyn@cpsd.us) if you or a family you know could provide a home stay for a Summerbridge 
teacher. 
 
For more information about Summerbridge Cambridge, A Breakthrough Program, visit our website at 
www.summerbridgecambridge.org. 
 
 

 
Lissa Hodder 
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Call in your Vacation Schedule & Check the June Rota for your name! 
 
Here is the June Rota.  If you are unable to serve on the date assigned, it is your responsibility to find a 
replacement.  Once you have a replacement, please call your coordinator and the parish administrator so 
that schedules can be updated appropriately.  If you can’t find a replacement, please contact your group 
coordinator.  (Do not call the office.)  The coordinators are:  for Acolytes, Wendy Squires (617-864-
3029); for Chalice Bearers, Donna Tillitson (617-547-0871); for Lectors & Intercessors, Lois Bennett 
(617-306-7314 Please note, this is a new number for Lois.); and for Ushers, Doris Possi (781-729-3272). 
 
Please contact your coordinator(s) with your vacation schedule for July and August now!  These are 
particularly challenging months to schedule and your letting the coordinators know when you are 
available makes life much easier for them.  On their behalf, thank you. 
 

    1-Jun-08 8-Jun-08 15-Jun-08 22-Jun-08 29-Jun-08 
    3rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
4th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
5th Sunday after 

Pentecost & 
Father's Day 

6th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

7th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

7:45 Lector Lee Born John Clarke 
Charley 
Musselman Elizabeth Webb Jeff Zinsmeyer 

  Lector Jeff Zinsmeyer Lorna Hochstein Mimi Truslow Anne Lowell Jill Herold 
  Intercessor Jill Herold Shane McCrae Hope Hare Lee Born Donna Tillotson 
              
  Chalice Mimi Truslow John Clarke Jill Herold Donna Tillotson Andy Boughton 

  Acolyte Seth Lancaster 
Zoe Hochstein 
Moran John Clarke Andy Boughton Seth Lancaster 

              

10:15 Lector David Angney Eleanor Regan Tanya Cosway Ellen Brockman Ellen Frith 
  Lector Emily Bliss Peter Lee Lizzie Cosway Faith Chase Richard Parker 

  Intercessor Jude Harmon Gwen Jensen Henry Lewis 
Karen 
Mathiasen Camilla Titcomb 

              

  CH (1) Mino Sullivan Seth Lancaster Henry Lewis 
Kathleen 
Coleman Sharon Stanfill 

  CH (2) Chuck Willie Webb Brown Peter Lee Craig Kelley Mino Sullivan 
  CH (3) Mary Sue Willie Jeff Brown Ann Austin Sylvia Williams Joyce Walker 

  CH (4) 

Samantha 
Morrison Poly Cobb Howard Crowell Ellen Brockman Webb Brown 

  CH (5) Tanya Cosway Donna Kirven Gordon Jensen Richard Parker Jeff Brown 
              
  Server Matthew Lerret Mark Lerret Jack Hallowell Eli Montagno Victoria Cabral 
  Crucifer Lizzie Cosway Eleanor Regan Jack Hallowell Eli Montagno Victoria Cabral 
  Gospel Matthew Lerret Henry Regan Victoria Cabral TBD TBD 

  Torch 1 Emily Henry Reuben Link Emily Henry 
Solomon 
Montagno Lizzie Cosway 

  Torch 2 Colin Lee 
Mary Caroline 
Regan Colin Lee Ben Costa Ben Costa 

              
  H. Usher David Bliss Doris Possi Mike Magruder David Smith Doris Possi 
  Usher Karen Mathiasen Wendy Kistler Jonathan Austin Suzanne Smith Mike West 
  Usher Sylvia Williams Melissa Hirshson Toshi Aoki Howard Crowell Melissa Hirshson 

  Usher Ralph Greico Nicholas Banten Howard Crowell Salim Kabawat 
Nancy 
Sinsabaugh 



The Wardens’ Corner 
 
May has been a wonderful month for festive events -- Pentecost, graduations, and springtime among 
them -- but the outstanding event from a community-building point of view was our Dinner and 
Auction to commemorate Dean Johnson’s time as our Senior Warden. 
 
Our Parish Hall sparkled on May 9 with bright conversation and beautiful music, as more than 100 
parishioners celebrated Dean Johnson’s six-year tenure of exemplary service to our parish as Senior 
Warden.  We dined on gourmet food and bid on exquisite items—including artwork, home-cooked 
dinner parties, Red Sox and Patriots tickets, Handel and Hayden performances, and Cape and Island 
getaway weekends—all for the greater glory of our community.  The 2008 CCC Auction and Dinner 
Party was a huge success!  In ways large and small, spiritual and practical, Dean gave voice and 
work to our hopes for affordable housing in Cambridge (and for social justice in Cambridge and 
beyond) through his enduring parish leadership. Dean’s wife Vida and daughter Kiki heard our gentle 
celebrations of all things Dean, from leaky roofs and soffit fixing to the Greater Boston Interfaith 
Organization. We recognized and appreciated that, as Senior Warden, Dean Johnson challenged us 
and led us in practical and spiritual ways for six wonderful, complicated years of growth and change 
at Christ Church Cambridge.   
 
Many, many people helped to make the evening a roaring success, but a few special thank you’s are 
in order:  To our Dinner Committee, who produced a bountiful dinner suitable for the loveliest of 
Harvard Square bistros:  Sue Hallowell, Chair, with Sarah Brennan, Mary Beth Clack, Ann and Carl 
Loos, Susan Root, and Joanna Scott.  Dinner was preceded by a marvelous reception organized by 
Joe and Diane Robinson, and Wendy Squires. Amey Callahan and Mimi Truslow co-chaired the Live 
and Silent Auctions, assisted by Jacqui Kennedy, Mark MacMillan, Samantha Morrison, and Sara 
Schumann.  Sarah Corvene, as our auctioneer, guided us to a resoundingly successful fundraiser.  
David Angney’s expert playing of selections from sources as varied as The Great American 
Songbook and the 1982 Hymnal gave the evening a sweet and celebratory feeling.   And perhaps the 
brightest star of the evening was the friendships, old and new, setting every table aglow. 
 
Thank you to all who participated in making the evening such a success, whether you donated an 
item, bid on an item, helped to organize something, helped to tidy up afterwards, or just plain showed 
up, everyone contributed to a great evening. 
 
Peace, 
 

Karen Mathiasen & Sally Kelly 
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Thrift Shop Open House on June 1   
 
Instead of coffee in the usual place, everyone is invited to come and have refreshments at our Thrift 
Shop after both services on Sunday, June 1. The Thrift Shop provides important community outreach 
and raises funds to support the maintenance of the parish’s historic buildings and grounds.  Come and 
meet some of our volunteers who will be there to greet you. The Thrift Shop is located behind the 
Church on Farwell Place. Go through the Rector's reception room and out the red door, or walk along 
the left side of the Church and circle around the back. 
 

Trudy Regan, Betsy Schulz, Diane Spurr, Sylvia Williams, Jeff Zinsmeyer 
 

!"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Leaflet is published 
monthly by Christ Church 
Zero Garden Street, 
Cambridge, MA  02138 
Distributed FREE to All 
Parish Members. Periodicals 
Class postage paid at 
Cambridge, MA (USPS 024-
022)   

 
 
 
Postmaster:  Send 
address changes to 
Christ Church 
Cambridge, Zero 
Garden Street, 
Cambridge, MA  
02138-3631 USA 

 

 


