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It’s been a great year here at Christ Church.  For me it has been a year of learning new names, new ways, new traditions and new accents.  For you, I suspect some of the same is true.  Today we will honor those who have completed courses in their lives this year.  Some have finished a year of Sunday school.  Some will be graduating from choir, or from eighth grade and moving to a new school environment, some will be graduating from high school and college.  Some will be finishing up graduate work and pondering their next steps in the world.  We celebrate today the part of the path of our lives that we have completed together.  While we look forward to the next bit of road we share. 

Being a community in Christ is just about the greatest mystery I can imagine.  I think it is only in God’s grace that we can actually build community with one another. And even as we build that community, in our humanity we will step on toes, get in each other’s space, say things we regret, and fall short of the mark time and time again.  But, because we belong to each other, we make room for those mis-steps.  Because we belong to each other, we find the grace to stay in relationship even when the relationships aren’t perfect. 

Belonging to each other is a mystery that reflects the deeper mystery that all of us belong to God. 

On Trinity Sunday, it is traditional for the preacher to him-haw around, to quote some verses, and to say a lot of things about God in an effort to excuse the fact that the very best words we use to talk about God leave so much unsaid. But what would happen if we just accepted the fact that I cannot describe God any better for you today than I could last week, and work in the positives.  You see, I believe that it is the community’s experience of God that led to the whole idea of God as trinity.  I don’t believe God spoke it to us so much as we found the words ourselves to describe what was just beyond our reach.  The only face we have seen for God is the face of Jesus, who lived and died for us.  Jesus called his friends by name, ate and drank with them, taught important lessons and had feelings just as we have. He wept and laughed and told stories.  In all these things we believe that he reveals a bit of God to us.  The God that Jesus reveals is the God we came to know through Hebrew scriptures, the God who brought the world into being, who guided Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah and Jacob and the mothers of Israel, who brought the Children of Israel out of slavery and to a land of promise, who watched over them as they went through different forms of government, as they fell away from God’s promise and found it again and again.  This ancient God is a God that calls us back, welcomes us home, and promises us that life is not futile. 


In our own lives we have a sense that God is with us. Not in the person of Jesus, whose earthly ministry is long past, but still with us in important ways.  This God that is present to us, that binds us together, that watches over us, we call the Holy Spirit.  This spirit promises us guidance, counsel and hope in the future.  And, just like the ancient God of Israel, this spirit is always calling us back into God’s arms.  It overlooks our shortcomings, invites us to higher callings, and forgives our selfish natures, all for the sake of holding us together.  Like the good shepherd that Jesus uses to describe his ministry to us, this God seems at once, able to call our names, care about our lives and difficulties, and oversee the universe he once created. We picture God seated on a far-away throne and also present in our very hearts. This God calls us to acts of mercy and lives of justice, insisting that we work to make God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. And that will is never war and violence. That will is never hurt or harm to any of God’s children in any place of any faith. God’s will is eternally about healing and honoring and hoping the world into a better place than we find it.  


The God who creates invites us to become co-creators for a better future for all people.  The God who redeems us reminds us that the task of making the world better may be costly to us. The God who sanctifies assures us that whatever sacrifices we make will not be in vain, but will be our part in making the world a place of God’s reign.  


It has been an awesome year in this congregation.  We have begun a journey of living and loving and learning the majesty of God the creator, the sacrifice of the incarnate word and the presence of the comforter who brings us hope.  What comes next? Who knows? But our trust is placed in the God who hung the heavens, laid the foundations of the earth. Our lives are lived after the example of a God who dies for the people he loves.  Our hopes are invested in a God who guides and comforts us through a spirit’s presence. We will not be disappointed. Our trust is in God.            
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