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One of our best defenses against following God’s call is employing the perception that God calls us to be somehow fundamentally different from what we are. The stark reality is that God should know, better than we know, what the mission requires at a given place and time. 


God doesn’t ask Peter to become a physicist, or an educator, he doesn’t require him to learn group dynamics or take a course in preaching. Jesus doesn’t ask him to study the political implications of contemporary Judaism in the shadow of Rome’s occupation, he doesn’t even ask him what he believes.  What Jesus says is, “Cast those nets, those same old stinky nets on the other side, just to see what happens.”  


When Peter disqualifies himself on account of his being a sinful man, Jesus hardly seems to notice. The sons of Zebedee, James and John, are sitting in their boat figuring out how much profit they are going to make when they get this huge catch to market.  You’ll remember that they were always the more entrepreneurial of the fishermen in Jesus’ band. They were thinking about inviting Jesus to stay with them for the rest of the season in the hopes that the fishing would hold up, when Jesus says to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When the boasts got to the shore, they left everything, and followed Jesus. 


Here’s the point.  When we begin to follow Jesus, we become fishers of humanity. We become engineers of grace, or artists of hope, we become administrators of mercy. When we begin to follow Jesus, we become physicians who care for more than just the bodies of those in our care, or librarians who circulate good will and good news along with good books, or we become scientists of logical compassion, or teachers who pull excellence and equality from their pupils.  We might even become ministers of inclusion and preachers who aim more for justice and mercy than righteousness and rules.  When we begin to follow Jesus, we put these very gifts that God planted within us and then called from us—we put them to the pursuit of God’s kingdom, we put them to work, and to witness, and worship. And almost before we can understand that our lives have taken on new direction, new energy and new goals, by that time we are already disciples, we are already on the road, telling the story in our own way. We are already following the master. We are all ready to win a world for God. 


God calls us to give up.  But be very careful what you give up. God doesn’t call us to give up who we are, not to give up how we think, nor the color of our eyes, nor even our opinions about the world around us. God calls us to give up on trying to escape God’s call because we think we are sinful and unworthy. To give up the notion of escaping God’s call because we do not possess the best gifts that we have decided God needs in the world where we live every day. To give up thought of escaping God’s call because we are just plain old Louise or Louie Ed or Henry.  Haven’t we learned that God can do incredible things with nothing more than the offered gifts of very ordinary people?  Believe it, it’s in the bible.  It is the ordinary that God loves about us. God doesn’t need for us to be supermen and wonder women. All God needs is for us to be and for us to be for God, and the very God who raises up mountains will raise us up to God’s purpose and supply all the super and wonder we need.


And if this sounds like too much surrender for our sophisticated turn of the 21st century, self-made, self-aware, self-conscious, well… selves, then here is another piece of wisdom.  When we give in to God’s call to follow, when we step out into the road behind Jesus and trust our lives to divine purpose, when we take on a sense of mission and meaning that points to something greater than ourselves, we do not discover that we have become a bunch of bible-thumping liberal do-gooder zombies with no opinions, no relationships and no inner direction. On the contrary, the broad testament of scripture, the witness of the church’s tradition and our own inner voice all tell us that when we give in, and step out and take on for God, what we find there at the core of that following is the very “We” we were looking for in the first place, our truest purpose, our strongest will and our best selves.  It is in the service of God that the liberty of abundant life awaits. I would not ask you to give yourselves up for the mission to which God calls us.  God asks you to find yourselves, to bring everything that makes you who you are. On this day at the seashore, God calls a surly rough-edged, sometimes belligerent fisherman who brings his own scars and doubts and sinful nature with him as he begins to follow Jesus. And, this stubborn, impetuous man, re-named Peter, becomes first among the disciples, and the foundation stone of the church.  


Like those ancient fishermen, God will use us, our gifts, our labors, even our imperfect human nature, to eternal purpose.  That is how a hundred men and women turned the known world upside down. That is how Saul the persecutor of the church becomes Paul the founder of the gentile mission.  In truth, we don’t really leave anything behind except the things we no longer need, our own nets and boats. God’s call is to bring all that we have and all that we are to bear on the world to work for God’s purpose.

Amen.             

